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PROF. (DR.) CHANDRAKANT TRIKAMLAL SHETH (POSTHUMOUS)

Prof. (Dr.) Chandrakant Trikamlal Sheth was a distinguished poet, essayist, critic, translator,
and editor, who has made significant contributions of high order to Gujarati literature and academia.
He served as an esteemed professor at Gujarat Vidyapith, an institution founded by Mahatma Gandhi,
for 35 years until his superannuation. His literary and academic journey continued when he joined the
Gujarat Vishwakosh Trustin March 1998, where he played a crucial role for over 25 years.

2. Born on February 3, 1938, in Kalol, Panchmahal district, Gujarat, Prof. (Dr.) Sheth had an
impressive body of work spanning over 150 published works across multiple literary genres. His literary
career began in 1948 with a poignant poetic tribute to Mahatma Gandhi. Since then, he has authored
fifteen collections of poetry (1972-2023), demonstrating mastery in diverse forms, including sonnets,
ghazals, epic-length poems, and songs. Writing in both Chhand and Achhand poetic traditions, he explores
themes of despair, hope, and self-discovery. As a literary critic, he has analyzed Gujarati, Indian, and
international works through Indian and Western critical frameworks, focusing on principles, coherence,
narrative development, and creativity. His contributions to literary criticism include 31 books (1979-2022),
offering profound insights into the evolution of literary trends, styles, and cultural contexts.

3. Apart from poetry and criticism, Prof. (Dr.) Sheth has made remarkable contributions to creative
writing, including essays, short stories, and monologues. Essay writing remained his preferred genre,
with 17 collections showcasing his imaginative, descriptive, and reflective style. His autobiography,
"Dhool Ma Ni Paglio," is a deeply introspective and compelling work that has resonated widely, with eight
editions and translations into Rajasthani and Hindi. His literary works, particularly his poetry, have
been widely recognized and included in school and college curriculums, shaping generations of readers.

4. Prof. (Dr.) Sheth has played a remarkable role in Gujarat Vishwakosh Trust's monumental
endeavour of producing 25 volumes, 25,000-page general encyclopaedia in Gujarati. Following its
successful completion, he led the creation of the Children's Encyclopaedia (Bal-Vishwakosh),
overseeing the production of ten volumes. Additionally, he was instrumental in updating the first ten
volumes of the general encyclopaedia and contributed significantly to several subject-specific
encyclopaedic works.

S. Prof. (Dr.) Sheth's contributions have left an indelible mark on literature and academia. His vast
body of work has fostered a love for reading, inspired critical thinking, and promoted intellectual growth
among readers of all ages. His legacy is a testament to the transformative power of words, ensuring that
his influence will continue to inspire future generations.

6. Over his illustrious career, Prof. (Dr.) Sheth has been honoured with 36 awards for his
contributions to literature. His autobiography won the prestigious Sahitya Akademi Award (1986),
while his work in children's literature earned him the Sahitya Akademi Bal Sahitya Award (2018). Other
notable accolades include Kumar Chandrak (1964), Narmad Suvarna Chandrak (1964), Ranjitram
Suvarna Chandrak (1985), Uma-Snehrashmi Prize (1984-85), Dhanji Kanji Gandhi Suvarna Chandrak
(1986), Narsinh Mehta Award (2005), Sahitya Gaurav Puraskar (2006), and the Savyasachi Saraswat
Award (2023).

7. Prof. (Dr.) Sheth passed away on 2™ August, 2024.
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